
Regular meeting of the Planning Board of the Village of Brockport was held in the Conference 
Room, Municipal Building, 49 State Street, Brockport, New York, Monday, July 14, 2008 at 
7:00pm. 
 
PRESENT: Chair Charles Switzer, Member R. Scott Winner, Member Annette Locke, Member Arthur 
Appleby, Clerk Pamela W. Krahe. 
 
EXCUSED:  Building/Zoning Officer Scott C. Zarnstorff, Village Engineer Jason Foote of Chatfield 
Engineers 
 
ALSO PRESENT:  Maggie Thomas 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  Chair Switzer called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
REVIEW OF MEETING MINUTES:  Chair Switzer called for a motion to approve the minutes of the 
previous meeting.   
 

 Member Locke moved, Member Appleby seconded, unanimously carried to approve the minutes of 
the meeting held June 9, 2008 as written. 

 
CORRESPONDENCE:   None 
  
PUBLIC HEARINGS:  None 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  None 
 
NEW BUSINESS:   
1.   Application of: Name:   Margaret Thomas 
  Address:  35 Fayette Street 
  Tax Map #:  069.45-1-7 
  Zoning:  Residential 
  Parcel size:  .14 acre 
  Property class: 210 
  Purpose:  install 3’ solid wood fence from rear corner of house to 
front  
     of house by driveway 
 
Applicant Presentation: 
Margaret Thomas submitted photos to the Board depicting the area where she would like to install the 
fence.  She explained that when she purchased the home there had been shrubs in place, but she had 
since removed them.  Also in place near the sidewalk is a concrete bollard that is permanent.  She 
would like to put in a 3’ fence starting near a boulder that is west of the bollard and take it back to meet 
the chain-link fence that is in her back yard.  Some time in the future, she will continue the wooden 
fence along the line to the back of the property.   
 
Continued Board discussion on application: 
Member Appleby questioned the visibility and M. Thomas stated that the hedge that was there was 
higher than the new fence would be and they did not have a problem with the view when the hedge was 
there.  Chair Switzer inquired about the type of fence and M. Thomas indicated that it would be a 3’ 
high wooden-slat fence that you can’t see through (Member Appleby said it’s called a “peek-a-boo” 
fence).  Member Winner asked whether or not M. Thomas will live in the house year-round to which M. 
Thomas replied she is uncertain at this time.  Member Winner continued that in the winter, she would 
want adequate space for snow removal.  M. Thomas concurred, stating this past March they had very 
deep snow in the whole front yard.   
 
M. Thomas explained that they had had the property surveyed and discovered the lot line on the north 
side actually goes into the neighbor’s driveway and the line on the south side is actually short of what 
she currently maintains.  Her hope is to get her lawyer to straighten it out.  Member Locke asked if the 
property to the north is a rental unit and M. Thomas affirmed, stating she would like a little privacy 
between the two driveways, which run side-by-side.  She added she would like it to look decent and 
indicated she would have plenty of room for snow removal. 
 
Member Locke wondered if the fence would be left natural and M. Thomas replied yes.  Member 
Winner clarified that the fence would only be 3’ high and it would run from the large boulder to the west 
of the bollard to the chain-link fence at the back yard and M. Thomas confirmed.  Member Winner also 
inquired whether the property next door was owner-occupied, to which M. Thomas replied no.  It is all 
rental.  Member Locke asked how many units are in the rental house.  M. Thomas stated that there are 
three or four, none of which are being well maintained and there are a lot of cars in and out. She added 
that she thought the Code Enforcement Officer had been at the property next door.  Member Winner 
expressed he had no further questions and agrees with the proposed fence.  Chair Switzer asked for a 
motion to approve. 
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⇒ Member Winner moved, Member Locke seconded, unanimously carried to approve the installation 

of a 3’ high wood fence along the driveway, starting across from the rear corner of the house and 
running to the front of the property. 

 
OTHER:  The Board discussed their current vacancy and the status of applications received. 
 
NEXT REGULAR MEETING:  Monday, August 8, 2008 at 7pm 
   Application materials are due by Noon Tuesday, August 5. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 

 Member Appleby moved, Member Winner seconded, unanimously carried that the meeting be 
adjourned at 7:24pm. 
 

__________________________ 
Pamela Krahe, Clerk 
 


