
Regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Brockport was held in the Conference 
Room, Municipal Building, 49 State Street, Brockport, New York, March 7, 2005 at 7:00pm. 
 
PRESENT: Mayor Josephine C. Matela, Trustee/Vice Mayor Carrie L. Maziarz, Trustee Norman J. 
Knapp, Trustee Morton Wexler, Trustee James E. Whipple, Building/Zoning Officer Scott C. Zarnstorff, 
Police Chief Daniel P. Varrenti, Clerk Leslie A. Morelli. 
 
EXCUSED:  Treasurer Ian M. Coyle, DPW Superintendent Bradley B. Upson, Planning Board Chair / 
Economic Development Coordinator Scott Winner, Village Attorney Keith O’Toole, Deputy Village 
Attorney Frank A. Aloi 
 
ALSO PRESENT:  Fire Chief Christian A. McCullough, Glenn & Laura Emerson, Ray & Jackie Morris, 
Jim & Joan Hamlin, Scott Hunsinger, Mary Jo Nayman, Dorothy Keable, Laura Cornell, Michelle Curry, 
David Wagenhauser, Elliotte Bowerman (Brockport Post), Elaine Bader, Kathy Snyder, John Lessord, 
Fred Webster. 
    
CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Matela called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
REVIEW OF MEETING MINUTES:  Mayor Matela called for any additions or corrections to the minutes 
of the regular meeting held February 22, 2005.   
 

 Trustee Knapp moved, Trustee Whipple seconded, unanimously carried that the minutes of the 
meeting held February 22, 2005, be approved as written. 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS:  None 
 
PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETINGS:  None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
1.  Laura Emerson of 89 Holley Street cited various sections of state law regarding public bodies,          
      quorums, notifications, minutes and open meetings.  She also cited recent Village Board meeting    
       minutes in which the 1995 meetings policy was amended.  These confirm that a quorum 
constitutes       3 elected officials, which require meetings to be advertised, open to the public and 
minutes recorded.      She said Trustee Knapp reported at a recent meeting that he and Trustees 
Whipple and Wexler are       liaisons to the Fire Department and have been meeting monthly with the 
Fire Chiefs.  She said this is      a quorum and asked if public notice was given and if any minutes were 
taken. 
 
2.  Laura Cornell of 69 Willowbrooke Drive said she and Michelle Curry of SUNY are organizing a Walk 
      for Youth and reviewed their application for a procession permit.  It would be Saturday, April 23rd 
from      10am to 2pm.   
 
     Chief Varrenti asked if they would be using the sidewalks or streets.  L. Cornell said the sidewalks.   
      Trustee Whipple asked what youth organizations they will raise funds for.  L. Cornell said it is a        
       sponsored walk to collect pledges for St. Joseph’s Villa.  She said she is a student in the Social      
        Work program.  Chief Varrenti said he has no objections. 
 
→ Trustee Wexler moved, Trustee Knapp seconded, unanimously carried to approve the procession 
application for the Walk for Youth to be held Saturday, April 23, 2005 from 10am to 2pm on the route 
provided on the application. 
 
GUESTS:   

1. Mark Beckwith introduced himself as a student of anthropology and environmental science at 
SUNY Brockport.  He is interning at the Village under the supervision of Mayor Matela.  He is 
engaged in a community forest project called Tree City USA, a program administered by the 
National Arbor Day Foundation.  This program awards communities the title of Tree City for 
creating a long-term tree management program, and by mobilizing community involvement.  
Together this creates a more appealing and healthier community.  This status is obtained by 
meeting the four standards the Tree City USA program outlines.  The standards are:  formation 
of a tree ordinance, formation of a tree board, the Village must spend 2 dollars per capita on 
trees, and an Arbor Day proclamation and celebration.  SUNY’s Margaret Blackman was also in 
attendance. 

 
      M. Beckwith said the Village already meets the per capita spending standard.  M. Beckwith said 
       at some point in the future, the Village Board would want to appoint 5 members to a tree board. 
       He already has secured membership interest.  Mayor Matela said Clerk Morelli solicited some   
        information on Tree Boards from NYCOM.  She will see that the Trustees, Village Attorney and 
        Code Review Committee receive a copy.  Trustee Maziarz thanked M. Beckwith for his efforts. 
         This will be great for the Village. 
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DEPARTMENT REPORTS: 
A. PUBLIC WORKS / COMMUNICATIONS CENTER – Superintendent Bradley B. Upson (excused) 

1. Remington Woods request for snow plowing prior to road dedication (indemnity & hold 
harmless agreement) – Clerk Morelli reminded the Board that they approved a similar 
agreement for snow plowing prior to road dedication for McCormick Place on December 20, 
2004. 
 

 
→ Trustee Whipple moved, Trustee Maziarz seconded, unanimously carried to adopt the following 
resolution: 
 

Resolution re Snow Plowing Agreement for Remington Woods 
 
WHEREAS, the owner of the Remington Woods Subdivision has asked the Village to provide 
snowplowing services on streets known as Briar Rose Lane and Cailyn Way a/k/a/ Remington Woods 
Subdivision, and 
 
WHEREAS, the owner developed the streets with the intention of having the streets become public 
roads, however, the Village is not yet willing to accept dedication of the streets; and 
 
WHEREAS, the owner and Village agree that the streets require snow plowing and all services 
associated with snow plowing and the Village is willing to plow the snow and provide such services 
provided that it is not held responsible for acts occurring in the regular performance of such services; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the owner has offered an Indemnity and Hold Harmless Agreement to protect the Village’s 
interest; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Village Attorney has approved the Agreement as to form; 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 

• That the Mayor is authorized to execute the Indemnity and Hold Harmless Agreement for Briar 
Rose Lane and Cailyn Way located in the Remington Woods Subdivision, Section 1 and 

 
That upon execution of said Agreement; the Village DPW is authorized to commence snowplowing on 
said street. 
 

2. Harvester Park Community Center – Contract A: General Construction Payment Application 
#5– Clerk Morelli shared that Chatfield Engineers has reviewed Payment Application #5 totaling 
$23,037 for general construction of the Harvester Park Community Center and concur that the 
contract is approximately 90 percent complete.  They recommend the Board pass a resolution 
authorizing said payment.  The retainage on completed work has been reduced from 10% to 
5% since the majority of the work has been completed. 

              
→ Trustee Whipple moved, Trustee Wexler seconded, unanimously carried authorizing payment to the 
Contractor in the amount of $23,037. 
                                                                   
B.   POLICE DEPARTMENT – Chief Daniel P. Varrenti 

1. Calls for Service – Chief Varrenti reported 2,733 calls for service year to date.  This compares 
with 2,650 at this time in 2004. 
 

2. Academy Sponsorship – Chief Varrenti said after holding interviews with 4 potential part time 
non certified candidates we were able to identify two potential candidates who would be willing 
to attend the full time academy on their own time.  We are in the beginning phases of 
background investigations, psychological and medical exams, etc.  Since the last Village Board 
meeting I have learned that police departments who sponsor candidates through the academy 
assume the liability for the candidate.  This would be no different than the liability a municipality 
assumes for a volunteer firefighter, police or fire explorer or SPARTAC member.  We would 
need to identify the potential candidates at the March 21st Village Board meeting and then 
through a resolution agree to sponsor them for the academy.   
 
Chief Varrenti said he noticed in the last meeting minutes that Mayor Matela stated that this 
sponsorship would appear to be “good planning… and that there is a possibility of another 
officer or two retiring in the next year or two.  Chief Varrenti clarified that the sponsorship of 
these two candidates is NOT forward thinking or planning for the future but rather an attempt to 
hire part time police officers as directed by the Board.  We have only one part time officer and 



no candidates to interview or hire.  Although this process will take longer than he would like, 
Chief Varrenti said we would at least have two trained people ready to start FTO training by 
September 2005. 
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              Trustee Maziarz asked if one or both candidates were members of our Ambulance Corps.        
               Chief Varrenti said one.  Trustee Maziarz said that person would have a good working             
                knowledge of the Village.  Trustee Knapp commented that Police Academy sponsorship such 
                as this was done in the past and worked well.  A few of our current full time officers were        
                 sponsored by the Village.  Chief Varrenti said that is correct. 
 
        3.   Fire Department Banquet – Chief Varrenti thanked the department for the invitation.                  
              Unfortunately, he was unable to attend this year. 
 
        4.   Law Enforcement Council – Chief Varrenti shared that representatives of the Rochester Fire    
               Department recently provided an overview to the law enforcement council regarding the          
                 emergency information training network.  This involves a live feed availability through WXXI 
for               city and county fire, law enforcement and hospitals.  It is funded through a grant and should 
be               up and running by the end of 2006.  Fire Chief McCullough said Mike Dobbertin is involved 
in                  this through the Rochester Fire Department and is hoping to get Brockport Fire 
Department to                be a test group. 
 
        5.   2005-2006 Budget – Chief Varrenti said he has gone through his department’s budget with a   
               fine toothcomb and is proud to say they will come in under last year’s figures.  It is lean but     
                 workable.  Mayor Matela commended him on his good work with the budget. 
 
C. BUILDING / ZONING / CODE ENFORCEMENT - Scott C. Zarnstorff 

1. Monthly Reports – S. Zarnstorff reviewed his January and February reports of applications and 
inspections.  Inspections are up from this time last year even though the winter weather has 
been brutal.   
 

2. Assessment – S. Zarnstorff thanked Deputy Clerk Betty Coopenberg for her tremendous 
amount of help preparing the tentative assessment roll and assistance with the grievance 
process.  The amount of paperwork is enormous.  Her help is invaluable. 
 

3. Pagers – S. Zarnstorff asked the Fire Chief if he wished to speak on the issue of pagers and 
the recent memo he received.  Chief McCullough said they made contact with the Towns of 
Sweden and Clarkson regarding the importance that they keep up to date with communications 
equipment like pagers and radios.  He also suggested spreading the cost out for pagers, 
portables and mobiles.  Mayor Matela agreed that it is important that all have the same, 
updated equipment when they have to go to the narrow band compliance. 
 

4. Propose Local Law #1-05 – Certificate of Occupancy Fees – S. Zarnstorff proposed that the 
Village Code section 36-13 that sets fees for certificates of occupancy be repealed.  In 
correspondence from Village Attorney O’Toole, he agreed and said it would be considered 
Local Law #1 of 2005 and is proposed as follows: 

 
SECTION 1.     The following matter is repealed: 
 

1) §36-13 
 

SECTION II. The following new matter is added: 
 
  §36-13.  Fees for certificates of occupancy. 

The Board of Trustees from time to time by resolution shall establish fees for the 
issuance of certificates of occupancy. 

 
SECTION III. Effective Date. 
 
This Local Law shall take effect upon filing with the New York Secretary of State in accordance with the 
Municipal Home Rule Law. 
 
→ Trustee Maziarz moved, Trustee Whipple seconded, unanimously carried that a Public Hearing be 
set for Monday, April 18, 2005 at 7:15pm to consider the adoption of Local Law #1 of 2005 to amend 
Chapter 36 of the Village Code relating to fees charged for certificates of occupancy. 
 
On the issue of Certificates of Occupancy, Trustee Maziarz shared that she and S. Zarnstorff have 
been working on forming a list of all properties in the Village and their c of o status.  This is an effort to 
assure all properties are brought up to code.  They will further be investigating the purchase of software 
to assist in that effort.  Fire Chief McCullough shared that the Fire Department has software that has a 



“Red Alert” inspection section to it that may be of some help.  Mayor Matela said it would have to 
include current owner information and number of occupants.  Chief McCullough said he does not 
believe it carries that information. 
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D.  FIRE DEPARTMENT - Chief Christian A. McCullough  
       1.   Membership Adds/Drops/Transfers – Chief McCullough asked the Board to consider approving 
             the following mutual aid add to the Fire Department:  Nick Amendolare. 
 
→   Trustee Wexler moved, Trustee Whipple seconded, unanimously carried approving the previously 
mentioned add. 
 
       2.  Call Load - Chief McCullough reported 155 fire calls year to date and 303 ambulance calls year 
             to date.  He shared that there was a motor vehicle last week involving one fatality and one with 
              substantial injuries.  He said a passerby assisted and put herself at risk.  She deserves            
                recognition for her efforts.  Mayor Matela agreed and encouraged those volunteers involved 
to                utilize the Employee Assistance Program. 
 

3. Grant – Chief McCullough reported that Assemblyman Reilich has secured $15,000 for the Fire 
Department for a new thermal camera.  It will be lighter and last longer than the old one.  Chief 
 McCullough commented that Assemblyman Reilich has been a big help with funding and has  
  promised to keep looking for more opportunities.   
 

4. Recruitment and Retention Seminar – Chief McCullough reported that he and others would be 
attending an April 1st seminar with Senator Maziarz on volunteer recruitment and retention. 

 
5. Fire Police – Chief McCullough reported that Ken Keim was named Fire Policeman of the year! 

 
6. Route 531 Expansion – Chief McCullough shared that there is a D.O.T. meeting tomorrow 

night at the Hill School regarding the possible expansion westward of Route 531.  Mayor 
Matela said she attended the pre-meeting for municipal officials last Friday. 

 
7. Sweden Senior Center – Chief McCullough shared that the Sweden Senior Center is working 

toward’s accreditation.  The Fire Department has been asked to provide input. 
 

8. Annual Banquet – Chief McCullough reported that the annual Fire Department banquet for 
volunteers, officials and their spouses was a great success.  He commended Chris Martin for 
his organizational skills.  Trustee Maziarz said she regrets she was unable to attend.  She and 
her husband and Scott Winner and his wife represented the Village at the Monroe County 
Association of Villages Banquet that had been re-scheduled due to a January snowstorm. 

 
9. Roof Replacement – Trustee Wexler reported that he has made several attempts to encourage 

DPW Superintendent Upson to get the bid process started on the replacement of sections of 
roof at the Fire Headquarters at 38 Market Street.  Harry Donahue and Ian Coyle have 
promised to place this as a priority, get estimates and get the process started. 
 

E.  TREASURER - Ian M. Coyle (excused) 
1.  Announce public hearing on the budget (Monday, April 4th 7pm after 6pm Village Board) – Clerk 
     Morelli made this announcement. 

 
F.   CLERK - Leslie A. Morelli – No report. 
 
G.   ATTORNEY – Keith O’Toole / DEPUTY ATTORNEY – Frank A. Aloi (excused) 
 
H.   ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT – Coordinator R. Scott Winner (excused) 

 
SUPPORT BOARDS REPORTS:  
A.   PLANNING BOARD – Chair R. Scott Winner (excused) 
  
B.   LIBRARY BOARD – President Matthew Minor (absent)   
 
C.   ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS - Chair Jennifer Skoog-Harvey (absent)  
 
VILLAGE BOARD REPORTS: 
A.   Trustee/Vice Mayor Maziarz  

1. Farmer’s Market – Trustee Maziarz shared that the Village of Brockport Farmer’s Market is 
now a member of the Pride of New York campaign which promotes NY grown and produced    
         products.  Seventy five percent of the farmer’s market has to be homegrown products. 
 



2. Off Campus Housing Forum – Trustee Maziarz shared that she and Mayor Matela and the Fire 
Chiefs participated in a SUNY Brockport Student Government forum on off campus housing.  
Although turn out was somewhat low, those in attendance got a lot of information.  She 
showed a brochure that SUNY put out that is also available at the Village Hall.  However, one 
important correction needs to be made.  Calls need to go to 911 not 1011.   
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             Chief Varrenti asked how the publication came about without Village input.  The Department     
              Heads were not consulted.  S. Zarnstorff said he was privy to a portion of it.  Trustee Knapp     
               asked if calling 1011 still rolls over to 911.  Chief McCullough and Chief Varrenti said probably 
               not anymore.  Trustee Knapp said maybe they need to print new ones.  Mayor Matela             
                 suggested the college make a stick on replacement page rather than re-printing the entire     
                  publication.  Chief McCullough said he hopes it is not a concern since 911 is drilled into us   
                   since childhood.  All information put out by the Village and the Fire Department clearly says 
911. 
 
             Chief Varrenti said it is wrong to instill that in an emergency you call 911.  Anytime someone     
              needs a police officer for whatever reason, they are to call 911.  Often people say they are       
               reluctant to 911 if it is not really an emergency.  However, that is the only way to get a hold of 
an              officer.  People are likely to get more confused with the new 211 or 311 numbers in the city. 
                   Chief Varrenti said John Merklinger of 911 might put out another piece. 
 
             Trustee Maziarz held up a SUNY BSG Housing List with a disclaimer that this is not to be         
               considered a preferred housing list or taken as a recommendation.  Potential renters are         
                advised to contact the Village to see if the particular property has a certificate of occupancy   
                  that means it meets minimum codes and standards.  She said the Village does NOT issue a 
                  preferred housing list.  Mayor Matela reminded all that S. Zarnstorff is working on a 
certificate of              occupancy status list. 
 
B.   Trustee Knapp  

1.  Fire Department Banquet – Trustee Knapp commended all for a nice evening.  It is a small        
      reward for a lot of effort by the volunteers. 
 

C. Trustee Wexler  
1.  Fire Department Banquet – Trustee Wexler also thanked the Fire Department for a nice             

             evening. 
 

       2.  Budget – Trustee Wexler said there are no more budget workshop sessions planned before the 
             April 4th public hearing.  He suggested holding one more.  Mayor Matela said Treasurer Coyle   
              would canvas the Board for the need and their availability. 
 
       3.  Village Employees Involvement in Election Campaigns – Trustee Wexler thanked Glenn             
             Emerson for his call.  At the last workshop meeting Trustee Wexler brought up a concern          
              regarding Village employees getting involved in election campaigns of candidates for Mayor or 
               Trustee.  Trustee Wexler warned that Village employees should be very careful of where they 
                step in supporting candidates, particularly if it is done on Village time.  Mayor Matela asked    
                 Trustee Wexler to clarify. She said this is not a legal issue and she wished to be sure of what 
his             point is.  Mayor Matela said in the workshop Trustee Wexler expressed that his concern was 
                  Scott Winner.  Trustee Wexler said he did not wish to name names. 

 
D.    Trustee Whipple  

1. Fire Department Banquet – Trustee Whipple also thanked the Fire Department for a nice          
evening. 
 

2. Pumps – Trustee Whipple said with the rapidly melting snow and spring rains on their way, 
they are reminded that it is time to replace up to 4 pumps at the Fire Department. 
 

E.     Mayor Matela  
1. Fire Department Banquet – Mayor Matela also thanked the Fire Department for a nice evening. 

 
2. Park Place and Village Centre – Mayor Matela thanked Chief Varrenti for meeting with 

residents of Park Place Apartments and Village Centre apartments.  Chief Varrenti said he 
enjoyed it. 
 

3. NYSDEC Meeting – Mayor Matela announced that the NYSDEC will be holding a public forum 
at 7pm tomorrow night at the Seymour Library regarding the contamination / Tributary 3 clean 
up. 
 

4.   Executive Session – Mayor Matela announced that the Village Board will need to meet in         
       executive session after public comment for the purpose of (f) the medical, financial, credit or   



        employment history of a particular person or corporation, or matters leading to the 
appointment,       employment, promotion, demotion, discipline, suspension, dismissal or removal 
of a particular        person or corporation. 
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PUBLIC COMMENT: 
1.  Dorothy Keable of Carolin Drive said the residents were told that when the ground froze the DPW     
      would conduct drainage work in Corbett Park that would alleviate some of their drainage problems. 
        She asked the status.  Mayor Matela said it has been confirmed that the ground is not frozen 
enough      (due to the big blanket of insulating snow), to bring heavy equipment back there without 
making a           mess.  D. Keable said she is concerned spring will bring flooded back yards again.  
Mayor Matela           said she would have DPW’s Harry Donahue or Rick Herzog get back to her. 
 
2.  Joan Hamlin of 50 Park Avenue commented that the one applicant on the last ZBA meeting agenda 
       failed to show up.  This caused the Board and staff to attend for no reason.  She suggested that     
        applicants be charged a fee if they do not show up when scheduled. 
 
3.  Jim Hamlin of 50 Park Avenue asked when the tentative budget would be available.  Mayor Matela   
      said by the end of the month, if not sooner. 
 
⇒ At 8:10pm Mayor Matela moved, Trustee Maziarz seconded, unanimously carried that the Board of 
Trustees of the Village of Brockport enter into an executive session to discuss (f) the medical, financial, 
credit or employment history of a particular person or corporation, or matters leading to the 
appointment, employment, promotion, demotion, discipline, suspension, dismissal or removal of a 
particular person or corporation. 
 
I, Leslie A. Morelli, Clerk for the Board of Trustees of the Village of Brockport, do hereby certify that the 
Board met in an executive session and did discuss the matters as expressed in their motion, and I 
further certify that no formal action regarding public funds was taken thereon. 
 

_________________________________ 
Leslie Ann Morelli, Village Clerk 

 
⇒ At 9:40pm Trustee Maziarz moved, Trustee Knapp seconded, unanimously carried that the Board 
of Trustees of the Village of Brockport exit executive session and re-enter the regular meeting. 
 
AUDIT: 

 Trustee Knapp moved, Trustee Wexler seconded, unanimously carried that the bills be allowed 
and paid upon audit. 

 
Village 
Date Check #   Amount 
03/03/05 171194-171196 31,134.64 
03/07/05 171197-171243 39,187.14 

 
Fire 
03/07/05 171257-171269 8,993.81   

 
Third Party Billing 
03/07/05 516-524  1,949.05 
 
Capital Projects 
03/07/05 1796-1800  29,127.73 
 
Sewer 
03/07/05 1025-27  472.21 
 

ADJOURNMENT: 
 Trustee Maziarz moved, Trustee Whipple seconded, unanimously carried that the meeting be 

adjourned at 9:41pm. 
 

__________________________ 
Leslie Ann Morelli, Village Clerk 

 


