
Regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Brockport was held in the Conference 
Room, Municipal Building, 49 State Street, Brockport, New York, March 21, 2005 at 7:00pm. 
 
PRESENT: Mayor Josephine C. Matela, Trustee/Vice Mayor Carrie L. Maziarz, Trustee Norman J. 
Knapp, Trustee Morton Wexler, Trustee James E. Whipple, Police Chief Daniel P. Varrenti, Treasurer 
Ian M. Coyle.  
 
EXCUSED:  DPW Superintendent Bradley B. Upson, Building/Zoning Officer Scott C. Zarnstorff, 
Planning Board Chair / Economic Development Coordinator Scott Winner, Clerk Leslie A. Morelli. 
 
ALSO PRESENT:  Village Attorney Keith O’Toole, Deputy Village Attorney Frank A. Aloi, Bethany 
Centrone, Esq., Fire Chief Christian McCullough, Deputy Fire Chief / Assistant Building Inspector 
Laurence Vaughan, DPW Foreman Harry Donahue, Ray & Jackie Morris, Jim & Joan Hamlin, Glenn & 
Laura Emerson, Scott Hunsinger, Mary Jo Nayman, Jack Wahl, David Wagenhauser, Mary Ann 
Rogers, John Lessord, Fred Webster, Bob Webster, Linda Borrayo, Marv Beany, Elliotte Bowerman 
(Brockport Post). 
    
CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Matela called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
REVIEW OF MEETING MINUTES:  Mayor Matela called for any additions or corrections to the minutes 
of the regular meeting held March 7, 2004.   
 

 Trustee Wexler moved, Trustee Whipple seconded, unanimously carried that the minutes of the 
meeting held March 7, 2004, be approved as written. 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS:  None 
 
PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETINGS:  None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
1.  Mary Ann Rogers of 5 Perry Street asked that the “moratorium” on student housing be explained.     
      She said she understood that if a single family home was sold last year, it could not be changed to  
       student housing.  Mayor Matela explained the definition of family – not more than 3 unrelated.         
        Otherwise, the Village cannot limit who lives in the house.  Mayor Matela said she would want to    
         address this with the Zoning / Code Enforcement Officer.  M.A. Rogers said 60 Perry Street is her 
         concern and she definitely would like the student housing issue addressed.  She asked if the 3     
          unrelated rule is enforced.  K. O’Toole said yes, the Village does enforce it.  First she must file a  
           complaint with Scott Zarnstorff.  The owner is given a chance to clear up the situation.  If there is 
no       action, it is taken to Town Court.  L. Vaughan said it is people like M.A. Rogers who are the eyes 
and      ears of code enforcement.  Trustee Maziarz said a municipality cannot discriminate where 
people           live and it does not want to prevent legal student housing.  Mayor Matela said S. 
Zarnstorff or L.              Vaughan will follow up with her. 
 
GUESTS:   

1. John Brugger, Co-Chair of Code Review Committee proposed a Local Law to amend Chapter 5 
regarding dogs.  J. Brugger said the Code revisions that will be recommended by the Code 
Review Committee would be done as a whole.  However, Sweden – Clarkson Dog Control 
Officer Kathy Beaumont has requested the Village of Brockport and Towns of Sweden and 
Clarkson make some changes to the dog section, particularly adding language per NYS 
Agriculture and Markets Law regarding what constitutes a dangerous dog. 
 
Village Attorney O’Toole asked that the Board hold off calling for a public hearing until the next 
meeting.  He just received this today and would like an opportunity to review the language and 
put it in proper format. 
 

2. William Andrews re Max’s Mardi Gras Parade – request parade permit for Saturday, April 30th – 
Board reviewed the annual parade permit application in W. Andrews absence.  Chief Varrenti 
commented that there were some concerns about using Market Street.  Chief McCullough said 
the Fire Department is helping to organize the parade this year.  There is some thought to lining 
up on Clinton Street.   

 
→ Trustee Whipple moved, Trustee Knapp seconded, unanimously carried to approve the annual 
parade permit for Max’s Mardi Gras Parade to be held Saturday, April 30th. 
 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS: 
A. PUBLIC WORKS / COMMUNICATIONS CENTER – Foreman Harry Donahue  
       1.  Proposed Spring Clean Up dates and guidelines – H. Donahue reviewed the proposed spring    
             clean up guidelines.  Mayor Matela commented that one new line was added: “No more than    
               one six wheel dump truck load per residence will be picked up.”   Trustee Knapp asked if tires 
                are turned in to the reclamation center.  H. Donahue said yes, if there are enough small tires 
are             as long as there are no rims on the tires.   
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            L. Vaughan asked if it worth setting scales so the DPW can charge back those loads over a       
             certain weight.  Trustee Knapp said he thinks it is spelled out clearly with the new statement.    
               Trustee Knapp said they can figure the man hour and equipment hour time and start with a 
one-             hour minimum.  L. Vaughan suggested adding, “More than that will result in a fee to be      
                      determined by the DPW Superintendent.” 
 
            Regarding monthly brush pick up May through October, Mayor Matela suggested spelling out 
the             actual dates for clarification.                    
 
→ Trustee Wexler moved, Trustee Knapp seconded, unanimously carried to approve the 2005 spring 
clean up dates and guidelines. 
 
            Guidelines will be published in Suburban News, Tri County Advertiser, and available at the        
              Village Hall and on the Village website. 
 
       2.   Trustee Wexler thanked Foreman Harry Donahue for stepping up to the plate to help out in the 
              absence of a DPW Superintendent. 
 
       3.   Market Street Fire Hall Roof – Trustee Wexler asked the status of bid specifications for roof      
              replacement.  Trustee Wexler said this was originally a 2004-2005 project.  H. Donahue and I. 
               Coyle are working on this.  There may be some grant opportunities.  Trustee Knapp asked if   
                authorization is needed to go out to bid.  Trustee Whipple agreed, then it is just a matter of     
                 scheduling. 
 
→ Trustee Whipple moved, Trustee Maziarz seconded, unanimously carried to authorize putting the re-
roofing of the Market Street fire hall out to bid. 
 
             Treasurer Coyle agreed to get the bid specifications together. 
                                                                                
B.   POLICE DEPARTMENT – Chief Daniel P. Varrenti 

1. Calls for Service – Chief Varrenti reported 3,258 calls for service year to date. 
 

2. Sponsorship of two individuals to attend the police academy – Chief Varrenti asked for a 
resolution to sponsor recruit candidate Justin M. Tierney for the Monroe County Police 
Academy beginning on March 30, 2005 and ending on September 9, 2005 and further 
authorizing the hiring of Mr. Tierney as a part time police officer upon successful completion of 
the police academy.  He shared that J. Tierney is 22 years of age and resides in Rochester.  
He was born in Brockport, graduated from Holley High School and Herkimer County 
Community College with an Associates Degree in Criminal Justice and is currently employed 
as a manager of his family’s roofing business.   
 

→ Trustee Knapp moved, Trustee Wexler seconded, unanimously carried to sponsor recruit candidate 
Justin M. Tierney for the Monroe County Police Academy beginning on March 30, 2005 and ending on 
September 9, 2005 and further authorizing the hiring of Mr. Tierney as a part time police officer upon 
successful completion of the police academy. 
 
             Chief Varrenti asked for a resolution pending the completion of a medical report from Dr.           
              Schmigel and Dr. Batley, to sponsor recruit candidate Lucas R. Vandervort for the Monroe       
               County Police Academy beginning on March 30, 2005 and ending on September 9, 2005 and 
                further authorizing the hiring of Mr. Vandervort as a part time police officer upon successful    
                 completion of the police academy.  He shared that L. Vandervort is 23 years of age and 
resides              in Brockport.  He was born in Vestal, NY and graduated from Vestal Senior High 
School and is               presently enrolled at SUNY Brockport working towards his Bachelor of Science 
degree.  He                    holds an advanced EMT Critical Care Certification for the NYS Department of 
Health.  He is                    presently a member of the Army National Guard and is presently employed 
by Monroe                             Ambulance, Spencerport Ambulance Corps and the Village of Brockport 
as a part time                            dispatcher. 
 
→ Trustee Whipple moved, Trustee Knapp seconded, unanimously carried pending the completion of a 
medical report from Dr. Schmigel and Dr. Batley, to sponsor recruit candidate Lucas R. Vandervort for 
the Monroe County Police Academy beginning on March 30, 2005 and ending on September 9, 2005 
and further authorizing the hiring of Mr. Vandervort as a part time police officer upon successful 
completion of the police academy. 
 
             Trustee Knapp asked in the event that L. Vandervort cannot go forward, are there other            
               candidates to consider.  Chief Varrenti said no.  He further commented that he does not have 
                the personnel to do more than 2 backgrounds. 
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3. Authorize Sgt. Phillipy to serve as an instructor at 4/5 – 4/6 DRE training in Oswego – Chief 
Varrenti asked for authorization to send Sgt. Philippy to said training.  NYSP will reimburse the 
cost of 2 nights.  There will be no overtime incurred. 
 

→ Trustee Wexler moved, Trustee Maziarz seconded, unanimously carried authorizing Sgt. Phillipy to 
serve as an instructor at the 4/5 – 4/6 DRE training in Oswego, NY. 
 

4. Authorize Mayor to sign 2005 STOP-DWI Enforcement Contract -   
 
→ Trustee Whipple moved, Trustee Maziarz seconded, unanimously carried authorizing Mayor Matela 
to sign the 2005 STOP-DWI Enforcement Contract with Monroe County. 
 
C. BUILDING / ZONING / CODE ENFORCEMENT – Assistant Laurence Vaughan 

1. FLOBA Conference – L. Vaughan shared that he and S. Zarnstorff are at the Finger Lakes 
Building Officials Conference this week.  It provides 24 hours of training per state code 
enforcement officer mandates.    
 

2. Building Truss Identification Signage per NYS Building Code - L. Vaughan shared that using     
trusses can be a quick and inexpensive way to build.  Type 4 are fire resistant.  The code         
 requires identification of trusses.  Therefore, the owner/builder has to follow the permit 
process, guidelines, and safety issues and utilize sticker identification. 
 

3. Importance of Sprinklers – L. Vaughan stressed the importance of sprinklers and shared that a 
resident of Royal Gardens was burned over 60 percent recently.  He commended a new 
firefighter for doing a great job. 
 

4. Service Before Self – John Brugger commended L. Vaughan for the great presentation at the 
United Methodist Church.  L. Vaughan thanked him and said it was an opportunity to give the 
Brockport Fire Department Chaplain some praise. 

 
D.  FIRE DEPARTMENT - Chief Christian A. McCullough  
       1.   Membership Adds/Drops/Transfers – Chief McCullough asked the Board to consider                 
              approving the following adds: Cody Dean of the Village to the Explorer Post, Michael Pratt of 
the              Village to Fire Department Company 3, Scott Wisnowski of Clarkson to Fire Department      
                    Company 2.        
 
→   Trustee Knapp moved, Trustee Maziarz seconded, unanimously carried approving the previously 
mentioned adds. 
 
       2.  Call Load – Chief McCullough reported 181 fire calls year to date and 357 ambulance calls year 
            to date. 
 
       3.  Grant – Chief McCullough said they received the bid list from the North Greece Fire Department 
            and the thermal camera they wish to purchase with grant money from Assemblyman Reilich is   
             priced so well, that they plan to purchase two of them through this grant and added donation     
              money. 
 
       4.  Fire Fighter Appreciation Day is May 31st. 
 
       5.  Re-Alert Program – Chief McCullough shared that this program is installed.  This is important for 
            fire reports to be in compliance for 2005 airpacks. 
 
       6.  Account Closures – Chief McCullough shared that Treasurer Coyle informed them that two Fire 
             Department Capital Projects (Project 33 Fire Truck Rehabilitation and Project 38 Rescue Truck 
             Replacement) are still segregated as capital reserves in the Village’s investment account.  The 
              accounts have balances of $2,748 and $37,639 respectively and have not been expended in   
               many years.  The Fire Truck Rehabilitation project is unnecessary; as the Department no 
longer             performs the work the reserve was established for.  In addition, this project is no longer 
funded               and it was assumed it had already been cleared to other accounts.  The Rescue Truck 
                           Replacement project has not been funded in two years is also unnecessary, and the    
                            Department was again under the impression the account had been closed.  Rescue 
Trucks will               cost a minimum of $350,000 and we do not have the ability to raise the funds 
necessary for the              replacement through the current capital serve mechanism.  This project was 
primarily funded                  through fundraising and donation drive efforts, which the Department does 
not have the time or              the manpower to carry out.  With this is mind, and in light of the recent 
denial of the 2004                         Assistance to Firefighters Grant Application, we would recommend 
that both of these unused                  projects be closed out and transferred to the Fire Department 



General Fund – where the funds               originated – to help offset the financial loss of the grant 
denial.  The Fire Department was                        unaware of the funds availability and it makes sense to 
close out accounts that are no longer                  funded, no longer expended and that can be used in 
other areas. 
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→ Trustee Whipple moved, Trustee Knapp seconded, unanimously carried to authorize Treasurer 
Coyle to close said two accounts. 
 
       7.  Ambulance Specifications – Chief McCullough said the lengthy binder of ambulance                   
             specifications are done and a copy will be dropped off to Clerk Morelli tomorrow.  It was agreed 
             that Village Attorney should review them and advise before going out to bid. 
 
E.  TREASURER - Ian M. Coyle 

1. Budgetary Transfers – Treasurer Coyle reviewed the proposed budgetary changes as of 
February 28th. 

 
→ Trustee Whipple moved, Trustee Wexler seconded, unanimously carried authorizing the budgetary 

transfers of $31,760 from contingency to various general fund accounts as outlined. 
 
→ Trustee Whipple moved, Trustee Knapp seconded, unanimously carried authorizing the budgetary 

transfers of $6,898 from contingency to the transmission – contractual water account as outlined. 
 

F.   CLERK - Leslie A. Morelli 
1. Parade Application – Memorial Day Parade – Saturday, May 28 – Board reviewed the annual 

application of the Vet’s Club and affiliates for the Memorial Day Parade to be held at 9:15am 
Saturday, May 28th beginning at the High Street Cemetery and ending at the Vet’s Club on 
West Avenue. 
 

→ Trustee Knapp moved, Trustee Whipple seconded, unanimously carried to approve the parade 
application for the annual Memorial Day Parade. 
 

2. Sidewalk Café Permit Applications – April 1st – October 31st – none yet 
 

3. Approval of June 1, 2005 – May 31, 2005 Holiday Schedule – Board reviewed the proposed 
holiday schedule for June 1, 2005 to May 31, 2005.  The floaters chosen by the office staff, 
CSEA and Stetson Club differ.  Employees will need to refer to the schedule that relates to 
their unit. 
 

→ Trustee Wexler moved, Trustee Maziarz seconded, unanimously carried to approve the June 1, 
2005 to May 31, 2005 Holiday schedule. 
 

4. Revised Facilities Use Agreement – Board reviewed the proposed facilities use agreement 
revised by Attorney O’Toole for use of the Village Hall conference room, Welcome Center 
conference room, Market Street Fire Hall room on the second floor, and Sagawa Park.  The 
only piece yet to be filled in is the maximum occupancy of each.  S. Zarnstorff will provide this 
information to Clerk Morelli.  Mayor Matela said Clerk Morelli would be the gatekeeper for use 
of these 4 venues.  There is no cost, other than a nominal cleaning deposit, which will be 
refunded if the room is left in good order. 

 
→ Trustee Whipple moved, Trustee Knapp seconded, unanimously carried to adopt the revised 
facilities use agreement.   
 
             Copies will be made available at each building and on the website. 
 
G.   ATTORNEY – Keith O’Toole / DEPUTY ATTORNEY – Frank A. Aloi  
       1.  Request executive session regarding pending litigation – Attorney Aloi requested an executive   
             session with the Mayor and Trustees to discuss pending litigation. 
 
⇒ At 8:05pm, Trustee Maziarz moved, Trustee Wexler seconded, unanimously carried that the Board 
of Trustees of the Village of Brockport enter into an executive session to discuss pending litigation. 
 
I, Ian M. Coyle, Treasurer for the Board of Trustees of the Village of Brockport, do hereby certify that 
the Board met in an executive session and did discuss the matters as expressed in their motion, and I 
further certify that no formal action regarding public funds was taken thereon. 
 

_________________________________ 
Ian M. Coyle, Treasurer 

 
⇒ At 9:09pm, Trustee Maziarz moved, Trustee Wexler seconded, unanimously carried that the Board 
of Trustees of the Village of Brockport return to the regular meeting. 



 
2.  Set Local Law to amend Chapter 52-2B (a) request – 4/18 public hearing - Attorney Aloi             
      proposed an amendment to the Village code to repeal boardinghouse, furnished-room house,   
       rooming house and tourist home, Section 58-2 as permitted uses, and to eliminate these uses 
by      amortization, as set forth in new Section 58-8-C, D, and E. 
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→ Trustee Wexler moved, Trustee Whipple seconded, unanimously carried that a public hearing be set 
for April 18, 2005 at 7:00pm to consider the adoption of Local Law #2 of 2005 to amend Chapter 58 of 
the Brockport Code – Zoning, relating to the elimination by amortization of Boarding Houses and Room 
Houses (and any related or similar uses, by other names or designations). 
 

3.  Set Local Law to amend Chapter 58-8C request 4/18 public hearing – Attorney Aloi proposed 
an      amendment to the Village code to terminate and discontinue occupancy of residential rental  
           dwelling units by more than three (3) unrelated persons in residential dwelling units acquired 
by       owners prior to April 17, 1995, by amortization (elimination and discontinuance after stated   
            period of time), in amendments to Section 58-2, in new Section 58-2-D and following as      
              necessary. 
 

→ Trustee Wexler moved, Trustee Whipple seconded, unanimously carried that a public hearing be set 
for April 18, 2005 at 7:00pm to consider the adoption of Local Law #3 of 2005 to amend Chapter 58 of 
the Brockport Code – Zoning, relating to the elimination by Amortization of Occupancy by more than 
three (3) unrelated persons in residential dwelling units in properties acquired prior to April 17, 1995. 
 
H.   ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT – Coordinator R. Scott Winner (excused) 

 
SUPPORT BOARDS REPORTS:  
A.   PLANNING BOARD – Chair R. Scott Winner (excused) 
  
B.   LIBRARY BOARD – President Matthew Minor (absent)   
 
C.   ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS - Chair Jennifer Skoog-Harvey (absent)  
 
VILLAGE BOARD REPORTS: 
A.   Trustee/Vice Mayor Maziarz  

  1.  Authorization to attend NYCOM Main Street conference 5/16-5/19 – Trustee Maziarz asked for 
        authorization to attend NYCOM’s annual Main Street conference to be held May 16th through   
         19th at a cost of $850 with half coming from Village accounts and half from the Farmer’s 
Market        account. 
 
→ Trustee Whipple moved, Trustee Wexler seconded, unanimously carried authorizing Trustee 
Maziarz to attend said conference at a cost of $850. 
 

B.   Trustee Knapp – No report. 
 

C. Trustee Wexler – No report. 
 

D.    Trustee Whipple  
       1.  Flushing of Water Mains – Trustee Whipple shared that water main flushing will take place April 
            11 through 13.  Notification will be in Suburban News and on the Village website. 
 
E.     Mayor Matela  

1. Accept resignation of Sharon Sodoma from Seymour Library Board of Trustees – 
 
→ Trustee Wexler moved, Trustee Maziarz seconded, unanimously carried to accept Sharon Sodoma’s 
resignation from the Seymour Library Board of Trustees with regret. 
 
        2.   Request Executive Session regarding a personnel issue -  
 
⇒ Trustee Whipple moved, Trustee Knapp seconded, unanimously carried that the Board of Trustees 
of the Village of Brockport enter into an executive session to a personnel issue. 
 
 
I, Ian M. Coyle, Treasurer for the Board of Trustees of the Village of Brockport, do hereby certify that 
the Board met in an executive session and did discuss the matters as expressed in their motion, and I 
further certify that no formal action regarding public funds was taken thereon. 
 

_________________________________ 
Ian M. Coyle, Treasurer 

 
 



⇒ Trustee Whipple moved, Trustee Knapp seconded, unanimously carried that the Board of Trustees 
of the Village of Brockport return to the regular meeting. 
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PUBLIC COMMENT: 
1.  Joan Hamlin of 50 Park Avenue asked if it would be easier on the Village DPW if they encouraged   
      landlords to bring all their junk for spring clean up to one house.  Discussion took place that 
although      it might be easier to pick up, it would likely go against the new rule of not taking more than 
one 6-           wheel dump truck load per residence.  Joan Hamlin further commented that the Village 
dump was          completely wide open last Saturday from Noon to 6pm.  H. Donahue said one of the 
DPW                       employees must have inadvertently left it open. 

 
AUDIT: 

 Trustee Wexler moved, Trustee Maziarz seconded, unanimously carried that the bills be allowed 
and paid upon audit. 

 
Village 
Date Check #   Amount 
3/21/05 171272-171331 49,282.58 

 
Fire 
3/21/05 171332-171350 41,176.29   

 
Third Party Billing 
3/21/05 526-37   5,506.59 
 
Capital Projects 
3/21/05 1801-12  39,107.29 

 
Sewer 
3/21/05 1029-32  458.51 
 

ADJOURNMENT: 
 Trustee Maziarz moved, Trustee Wexler seconded, unanimously carried that the meeting be 

adjourned at 10:05pm. 
__________________________ 
Leslie Ann Morelli, Village Clerk 
From notes of Ian M. Coyle, Treasurer 

 


