
 1 

 

January 2, 2015 was an historic day for Brockport when the door to the 

Brockport Village Court opened for the first time.  Renovations of vil-

lage hall to accommodate the court and its new employees are almost 

complete, with most of the work having been done by our talented DPW 

employees.  Don’t panic if you come to village hall to pay your water 

bill or get a building permit and find yourself walking through a scanner 

on your way into the building.   It’s only activated when court is in ses-

sion. 

Our village website, promised through two newsletters, is finally up and 

running and most certainly more attractive and more user friendly than 

the old website. Check it out at www.brockportny.org. 

Read on for updates from the village departments, information on the Park Avenue Bridge, the renovations to village hall 

and the shuffling of offices to accommodate the court.  Meet our new village employees and learn about two breweries 

coming to Brockport.  Get some tips on services our village offers to its residents, and find out how the college and vil-

lage are partnering to improve the Brockport community. 

 

Meet New Trustee Kathy Kristansen 

My name is Katherine (Kathy) Kristansen.  My husband, Mark and I live on Main Street.    We 

have lived here for almost 10 years.  I am employed at Churchville Chili Senior High School as 

a math teacher, a career I have enjoyed for many years!   Mark and I are the proud parents of 

three children and proud grandparents of three grandchildren. 

 

My interests include walking, biking, gardening, sewing, reading, volunteering, visiting with 

friends and family, working on and renovating our Victorian house and the apartment building 

that we own.    

 

I am currently village board liaison to the following committees and boards:  Building and 

Codes Department, Seymour Library Board, Police Department, Planning Board, Zoning Board 

of Appeals, Brockport Merchants Association, Historic Preservation Board, Farmer’s Market and Code Review Commit-

tee.   My first couple of months have been spent attending their meetings and learning as much as I can in order to sup-

port the committees and boards in their most important service to the village. 

 

I love being here in Brockport because of the community spirit and closeness to so much richness, diversity and fullness 

of life.  I am honored to serve on the Brockport Village Board and hope to be able to continue serving past June.  Some 

of my goals as a trustee are to help to foster the community spirit, discover ways to entice new families to become part of 

our village, encourage and/or  find ways to help our village residents and merchants to continue to beautify and improve 

the quality of life here in the village for everyone.  
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Park Avenue Bridge Closure 

 

On January 8, 2015 Mayor Blackman sent the following letter to authorities at 

NYSDOT, the Canal Corporation, and to Assemblyman Steve Hawley. 

 

 

 

On December 8, 2014 the NYSDOT closed the Park Avenue liftbridge in 

Brockport for an indeterminate period of time following an inspection the previ-

ous month of the bridge structure.  We understand that this most recent closure is due to compromised structural cross-

beams on the bridge’s roadway.  This closure has left us with one open liftbridge, on Main Street (NYS Route 19) with 

all north/south traffic directed to that route. 

 

As I’m sure you understand, this bridge closure has serious implications for traffic patterns in our village, from first re-

sponders who must make a significant detour, to day-long traffic jams on our heavily traveled Main Street. 

 

As Mayor of the Village of Brockport I have several concerns about this bridge closure and the plans for its rehabilita-

tion.  1. This closure of the bridge is the third unaddressed structural problem with the bridge in the last year.  2. The 

lapse of time between the bridge inspection and the bridge closure for a serious and potentially dangerous structural 

problem was approximately one month.  3.  There is a perplexing lack of communication and division of responsibility 

for the liftbridges between the NYS Canal Corporation and the NYSDOT, which invariably negatively impacts the canal 

communities in which these bridges are located. 

 

The east sidewalk to the Park Avenue Bridge has been closed for nearly a year.  I called this to the attention of the NYS 

Canal Corp on their annual inspection tour last August.  At that time they believed that the problem was a hatch cover to 

the lift mechanism, and the NYSDOT’s responsibility.  Later, we were told that the problem had to do with the housing 

for the lift mechanism of the bridge.  Following the most recent bridge closure, you [Brad Grisley, Regional Bridge 

Maintenance Engineer, NYSDOT] informed me that the sidewalk issue was a problem with the understructure of the 

walk itself. Whatever the actual cause, this sidewalk closure endangers pedestrians and cyclists, particularly the latter 

coming  down Park Avenue and making a sharp right hand turn off the bridge onto the canal path going east.  We have a 

lot of cyclists making this turn onto the canal path, only to risk being rear-ended by an automobile. 

 

Before the bridge was ordered closed to traffic by the NYSDOT on December 8, it was closed on the afternoon of No-

vember 20, information that I received via a phone call from Ambrose Barbuto of the NYS Canal Corporation.  But no 

sooner had the village spread the message that the bridge was closed, than the closure was rescinded and the bridge re-

opened.  I was told by Mr. Barbuto that the closure apparently had to do with a damaged girder on the bridge structure 

but that when the NYSDOT ran the calculations of their inspection data, they determined there was no immediate safety 

issue requiring the bridge to close.   Apparently, by December 8th the NYSDOT had determined otherwise. 

 

Not only is there an apparent lack of communication between NYSDOT and the NYS Canal Corp re these bridges (and I 

reference here in particular the lengthy, insufficiently explained sidewalk closure of the Park Avenue bridge), but infor-

mation conveyed to the impacted municipality is insufficient, from the precipitous bridge closure at 5:31pm December 8 

on a weekday as people were coming home from work and village offices were closed, to the NYSDOT not posting de-

tour signs until requested to do so by our DPW on January 5th , to the failure of the NYSDOT to share a synopsis of the 

engineers’ reports on bridge closures with affected communities.  Moreover, if the bridge structure is seriously compro-

mised why does it take weeks from the time of the bridge inspection to its closure to traffic? 
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Here’s what the Village of Brockport would like to see happen that will help remedy these issues.  1.  A layman’s synop-

sis of all the current structural problems with the Park Avenue bridge that impact vehicle, bicycle and pedestrian traffic 

on the bridge, provided to our Department of Public Works, Police Department, Fire District, and the Mayor’s Office.  2.  

The schedule for the remediation of these problems beginning with the bridge roadbed and including the lift mechanism 

and the sidewalk. 3.  An improvement in communication among the NYSDOT and the NYS Canal Corporation and the 

villages they serve re canal bridge issues which so directly affect our communities. 

 

In closing I emphasize the urgency of fixing and reopening this bridge as soon as possible.  Currently traffic on Main 

Street in the late afternoon backs up from the State Street/Main Street intersection north through the roundabout at East/

West Avenue—at a time when the 8,000+ students at the college are on winter break.  Looking further ahead to warm 

weather and the opening of the canal, if the Park Avenue bridge is not fixed by then we face the serious problem of both 

liftbridges being raised for boat traffic at the same time.  August 8-9th is BISCO’s annual summer arts festival when 

downtown Main Street is closed to traffic.  Advertising contracts for that festival must be in place and the festival’s loca-

tion secured by March. 

 

Thank you for your consideration of these matters.  I look forward to your reply and to the timely repair of the Park Ave-

nue Bridge. 

The Western Monroe Historical Society, provisionally 

chartered in 1965, was born out of volunteer efforts to 

restore and preserve the Morgan Manning House.  The 

mansion, located on the corner of Main and South 

Streets, erected in 1854, became the headquarters of 

the Historical Society and a hub of community activ-

ity.   

Pictured is local artist Helen Smagorinsky’s recent 

painting, Forth of July at the Morgan Manning.  

Signed copies are available at Lift Bridge Bookstore, 

and are a fundraiser for the Historical Society.  Look 

for upcoming celebratory activities. 

50th Anniversary of the Western Monroe Historical Society 

ITEMS TO NOTE:   

 If you have events (that will be held within village limits and open to the public) to add to the Village Schedule of 

Events for 2015, please contact Clerk Leslie Morelli by March 7th at lmorelli@brockportny.org. 

 

 The Annual General Village Election  for the Village of Brockport will be Tuesday, June 16, 2015.  The first day to 

circulate petitions is Tuesday, March 31, 2015. 

 

 Village residents may notice on their town/county taxes a line for sales tax credit equal to $0.00.  This is a credit for 

town sales tax remitted by the county to the towns.  By state law that credit goes only to town residents outside of 

the village.  The county remits sales tax to villages quarterly in the form of cash which becomes part of the revenue 

side of the budget. 
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January 2, 2015 marked an historic moment as Brockport opened the newest court in the 

State of New York.  The village court and the positions of two justices were created by a 

village board resolution in October 2013; in June 2014 voters elected Bill Andrews Jr and 

Kent Blair as village justices.  The judges hired court clerks Corey Stepanek and Lynette 

Lemcke, and court security attendants Chad Book  and Kathy Wilson.  Both clerks and 

justices attended the required training during the fall and winter of 2014 for their respec-

tive positions. 

 

Where to house village court led the village board on a circuitous journey, as we looked 

into renting space in various locations within the village in the belief that village hall 

would be too small to accommodate both the court and village hall 

employees and services.  Following a visit by court security per-

sonnel from the New York State Office of Court Administration in 

September, the Village was advised that village hall was best 

equipped to hold court.  We secured the services of architect David 

Strabel, and our DPW began the work of remodeling village hall. 

Funds were set aside in the 2014-15 budget for the remodeling, 

and the court applied for a justice court assistance program (JCAP) 

grant for furniture and other necessary court purchases. 

 

Hosting a court required reshuffling both personnel and village 

property.  Our inactive village hall records have gone to storage at 

the Brockport Police Department.  The former records room on the 

second floor of village hall became the judges’ office.  The codes 

department occupies more spacious quarters in the mayor’s former office, 

allowing them to be reunited with their property files that had been stored 

at the police department.  The village clerk and treasurer share an office, and the mayor’s office is 

now down the hall in the former treasurer’s office.  The bathroom off the conference room has 

been transformed into the court clerks’ office and two new handicapped accessible bathrooms 

occupy what had been the codes office.  The  seating capacity of the village hall conference room, 

now also the courtroom, has been increased from 49 to 74.  

 

“I believe we are lucky to have such a great group of talented staff within our DPW department,” 

commented Judge Blair.  “They performed the renovations to accommodate the new court space 

and it looks fantastic. “ 

 

Judge Andrews offered the following thoughts on the new court. “I've 

watched everyone pull together. Village staff worked hard under 

‘Foreman Emeritus’ John LaPierre to build and equip the court  in time 

for the first session. [Trustee LaPierre volunteered to oversee the project.]  Although we have 

much to learn, court staff have developed into a cohesive team.  I've worked with a lot of re-

markable people in my career but am truly impressed by the dedication and professionalism I've 

seen in Judge Blair and our Clerks, Corey and Lynette. I look forward to helping the court be-

come an asset to the village and community and I say to village residents that your court is in 

good hands.” 

 

 

“I say to 

Village 

residents 

that your 

court is in 

good 

hands.” - 

Judge 

William 

Andrews, 

Jr. 

Village Court Opens 

Pictured:  Kathy Wilson and 

Chad Book, Court Attendants. 

Pictured: (top) the Honorable 

Kent Blair and the Honorable 

William Andrews, Jr.  (bottom)  

justices with Court Clerks Corey 

Stepanek & Lynette Lemcke. 

Clerk Corey Stepanek, 

putting the first hole in 

the wall where the 

Court Clerks’ office is 

now located. 

Village Court Schedule — Fridays at 2 p.m. 

February 13, 20, 27  May  1, 8, 15, 22 

March  6, 13, 20, 27  June  5, 12, 19, 26 

April  3, 10, 17, 24  July  10, 17, 24, 31 



 5 

 

Winter brings a change in scheduling at the 

DPW.  We move to 24 hour staffing Monday 

through Friday so that we remain on top of any 

snow plowing that may be needed during the 

night time hours without the need to pay over-

time.  We also have employees on call to assist 

with any additional snow plowing needs, sewer 

issues, water main breaks, or any other week-

end emergency. 

 

Please note that the following information  is 

to assist residents in understanding their re-

sponsibilities, how to prevent parking fines, 

and  how to assist in efficient snow removal.  

 

It is up to the property owner and business owner to maintain snow and ice removal from the sidewalks in front of their 

property or business per Village Code 45-4  http://www.ecode360.com/12204679.  

 

As a courtesy the DPW plows the sidewalks throughout the village.  As needed and when 

time permits, the DPW will remove snow buildup from these areas.  (Otherwise this falls 

to the property owner and business owner.) Please keep vehicles parked far enough in 

driveways as to not be blocking any part of the sidewalk.  Blocked sidewalks result in 

unplowed sidewalks.  It is against Village Code to block sidewalks and can result in tick-

eting, towing and applicable fines.  As a reminder it is also against Vehicle and Traffic 

Law (Section 1219 Sub A) to place snow removed from any property on village streets; 

this can result in a ticket. 
 

 

Parking on village streets overnight between the hours of 2:00 AM and 6:00 AM may 

result in ticketing, towing and applicable fines.  Please visit the village website under the 

quick links file to find all village street parking day/time designations. (Village Code 

Section 34.3 http://www.ecode360.com/12204135#12204135) 
 

 

Municipal lots have alternating nights that they are closed; every lot is posted. If cars are parked in a lot when there is no 

parking allowed, vehicles will be subject to all fines and fees associated with ticketing and possible towing. 

 

 

Brockport’s Village Code is now hosted by eCode360 (see “Village Code” under Quick Links at www.brockportny.org 

or www.ecode360.com/BR0227).  With eCode360 one can search individual chapters or phrases.  Coming Soon — 

online posting to eCode360 of all board and committee agendas and minutes with the same enhanced search capabilities.  

These documents will still be accessed on the Village website, where they will hyperlink to eCode360. 

News from the Department of Public Works  

It is up to the 

property owner and 

business owner to 

maintain snow and 

ice removal from the 

sidewalks in front of 

their property—

Village Code 45-4 

Pictured: Superintendent Harry Donahue, Laborer Patrick Farrell, Mechanic 

Gerald Bradt, Laborer John Streb, Water Laborer Jeremy  Moyer, Laborer 

Daniel Verace, Laborer John Winkler, Laborer Dylan Phillips,  Water Laborer 

Jeff Woodin, Laborer Keith Marshall, Labor Foreman David Moore.  Not Pic-

tured:  Laborer Bruce Hovey, Laborer Joe Rodak,  Clerk Carol McNees. 

****Did you know about this village service?  If you are experiencing sewer lateral problems to the street and have a 

plumber coming to the house, you may call DPW to request that they camera your sewer lateral line.**** 

eCode360 

http://www.ecode360.com/12204679
http://www.ecode360.com/12204135#12204135
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This has been a year of change for the Building and Code Enforcement Department.  Not only is there a new department 

head but the welcome addition of two part time code enforcement officers.  Tim McElligott and David Rearick bring 

extensive experience and years of code enforcement with other municipalities.  Since they have been here we have 

opened a total of 352 complaint files, ranging from garbage to rental/fire inspections.   In addition, we implemented the 

2014 Exterior Property Maintenance Program.  Four hundred twenty-two properties were inspected and 313 notices of 

violation sent to property owners.  One hundred sixty-nine of those have been completed; the remaining 144 have until 

May 15, 2015 to complete.   

 

Several community members brought us concerns about garbage/trash around the village.  We have begun patrols of vil-

lage streets for receptacles put out too early, left out too long, and insufficient to hold the trash, as well as illegal trans-

portation of refuse in unapproved vehicles.  Every property shall be provided at all times, sufficient and suitable trash 

receptacles on the premises.  The transportation of trash to another location in unapproved vehicles for disposal is not 

acceptable.  All of these issues are being addressed going forward.  If you have questions or concerns about ordinances 

regarding garbage/trash, please feel free to contact the codes office at 637-5300 x14. 

 

Rental registration and rental inspections have been hot topics for the department.  If 

you have not submitted your 2014 rental registration forms please get them in to my 

department ASAP.  A second notice has been sent out as a reminder; a 10% late fee 

will be assessed.  Those who fail to file the form will be subject to court action in the 

newly established village court.  The department is working diligently to get up to 

speed on all of the Rental Certificates of Occupancy and we are very pleased with the 

compliance we are seeing. 

 

The 2015 Exterior Property Maintenance Program will be upon us as soon as the 

weather breaks. We are starting earlier than last year in order to give as much time as 

possible in the event of any weather related delays. The breakdown of the streets and dates are as follows: 

2015 Exterior Property Maintenance Inspection Schedule 

 
 

 

New building regulations from the State of New York went into effect January 2015 regarding truss type, pre-engineered 

wood or timber construction in residential structures and compliance with orders to remedy.  Please visit 

www.brockportny.org/departments-services/building-code to see the changes. 

 

 

Start Date End Date Street(s) 

5/4/2015 5/8/2015 Brookdale Rd, Hillcrest Pkwy, Brook Terrace 

5/11/2015 5/15/2015 South Ave, Fair St. 

5/18/2015 5/22/2015 Park Ave. (East side) 

5/25/2015 5/29/2015 Park Ave. (West side) 

6/1/2015 6/5/2015 South St, Spring St. 

6/8/2015 6/12/2015 Main St. (East side) 

6/15/2015 6/19/2015 Main St. (East side) 

6/22/2015 6/26/2015 Water St, Market St, Union St. 

7/6/2015 7/10/2015 State St, Owens Rd. 

7/13/2015 7/17/2015 High St, Gordon St, Oxford St. 

Garbage Reminder 

Garbage can be put at the curb no 

earlier than 24 hours ahead of 

pickup.  Garbage must be com-

pletely contained within garbage 

cans and must be covered. Within 

24 hours of pickup, garbage cans 

and recycling bins must be re-

moved from the curb.  Violators 

will be ticketed. 

Building and Code Enforcement Office 
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The Brockport Police Department was initially accredited by the New York State Department of 

Criminal Justice Services in October of 2004 and re-accredited in October 2009.  On September 30, 

2014 the Brockport Police Department (BPD) was inspected for its third potential accreditation.  I’m 

happy and proud to announce that under the direction of Lt. Mark Cuzzupoli the BPD exceeded all 

of the 131 standards set forth by the State to achieve accreditation.  Standards include but are not 

limited to: following mandated hiring practices, psychological screening and thorough background 

checks for new officers, proper carrying of firearms, proper use of less than lethal substances, training, investigative 

functions, maintaining of juvenile and criminal records, wearing of vests, award recognition program, sex offender man-

agement and a number of other standards. 

 

Beginning February 19, you will see some new, young officers riding on patrol.  As part of their training through the 

police academy, two new BPD officers will begin on-the-job training, consisting of 640 

hours, or 80 days, of riding with a senior officer and applying what they learned in the acad-

emy to true life situations.  Upon graduation, the officers will begin road patrol duty for the 

BPD. 

Please don’t hesitate to introduce yourself to these new officers or any officer of the Brock-

port Police Department.  As our motto says, we are here to “serve and protect” in any way 

possible. 

We thank you for allowing us to serve you and we wish everyone a very Happy, Healthy and 

Safe New Year. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel P. Varrenti 

 

 

In October, at the village’s behest, the college at Brockport and the village re-established a committee that had been dor-

mant for several years in order to tackle college/community issues. The inaugural meeting began with a small group—

the Village Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Building and Code Enforcement Officer, Chief of Police, the College President and 

his wife, the VP for Enrollment Management and Student Affairs, the VP for Communications, and the Campus Chief of 

Police.  As a first step, the college enrolled committee members in the International Town/Gown Association (ITGA), an 

organization that “provides a network of resources to assist civic leaders, university officials, faculty, neighborhood resi-

dents and students to collaborate on common services, programs, academic research and citizen issues, creating an im-

proved quality of life for all residents, students, visitors, faculty and staff.” 

 

Since its first meeting the committee has expanded to 22 members to include the VP for 

Administration and Finance from the college, village DPW Superintendent, college fac-

ulty who reside in the village and Town of Sweden, student representatives, a village 

landlord, a bar owner,  Brockport Merchants Association representative, Director of 

Community Development, Director of Residential Life, and Assistant Director of Pre-

vention & Outreach Services   This large and diverse membership will allow the com-

mittee to break into subcommittees to tackle specific issues and tasks of mutual concern, 

among them improved communication, economic development, best landlord practices, 

neighborhood quality of life, and alcohol in a college community. 

 

 Town/Gown Committee Re-established 

 

A Letter from Chief Varrenti 

The Festival of Lights held in December, sponsored by the 

Brockport Police Stetson Club,  was a great success!  

Thank you for braving the cold temperatures with us! 

http://www.brockport.edu/
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The Village of Brockport and Walk! Bike! Brockport! (WBB) applied for and received a 

$50,000.00 grant from Monroe County’s Genesee Transportation Council (GTC) in August 

2014. The purpose of this one-year grant is to develop a master plan for biking and pedestrian 

traffic in the greater Brockport area (Brockport, the Towns of Sweden and Clarkson). 

 

A six-member evaluation team—representing different sectors of our community—evaluated the pros and cons of six 

different consulting firms that submitted proposals for the Master Plan project.  While each firm had its merits, the team 

ultimately selected the Rochester-based firm of Barton & Loguidice (B & L). 

 

This firm has provided planning, design and construction services to government agencies and municipalities for over 53 

years. B & L brings to the project well-established experience in dealing with Monroe 

County government and with building and maintaining public transportation networks  in 

our area.  Tom Robinson, member of the B & L team and our project manager, has in-depth 

experience in multi-modal corridor rehabilitation and enhancement paths for bicycle and 

pedestrian traffic. He has played a critical part in a number of local projects, such as: 

 Town of Brighton Pedestrian and Bicycle Master Plan 

 City of Rochester Bicycle Master Plan 

 Town of Greece Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan 

 Town of Penfield Bicycle Facilities Master Plan 

 Southside Waterfront Redevelopment Concept Plan 

 Rochester Institute of Technology Transportation Plan—a project that led RIT to be-

come recognized as a Cycling Friendly University) 

 

Thus far, Robinson and members of our local steering committee have done extensive re-

search on traffic patterns and safety problem areas in our community. In addition they have 

conducted a three-hour bicycle tour (13 miles) of the greater Brockport area to identify key routes and intersections in 

need of development to make them safe and cycling-friendly, e.g. the intersection of SUNY-Brockport’s New Campus 

Drive and Redman Road, Erie Canal crosswalk at the Main Street Bridge, and approaches to the Smith Street Bridge, 

just to mention a few key locations. 

 

Robinson and steering committee members have visited a number of key locations where rehabilitation needs to be done 

to encourage safe pedestrian traffic. Examples include the Smith Street Bridge steps to Perry Street, McCormick Place 

access to the Erie Canal Path, the “goat trail” behind the Hill School to Wegmans. Access to the Sweden Town Park 

from New Campus Drive (like the cycling issue) is another major intersection in need of attention. 

 

A second steering committee meeting and first public meeting regarding the Master Plan will be held in early April 

2015.  To initiate and inform the community about the Master Plan, Mayor Blackman and WBB Chair, Raymond Dun-

can have appeared before the Rochester City Council and have met with members of BISCO, the Brockport Merchant’s 

Association and SUNY-College at Brockport’s Provost, Mary Ellen Zuckerman. The meeting with Provost Zuckerman 

was to encourage SUNY-Brockport to develop a Cycling Friendly University system. 

 

Please join us! 

What:   

Public Meeting 

About: 

Master Plan for Biking 

& Pedestrian Traffic 

When: 

April 9th   7pm 

Where: 

Village Hall 

Master Plan for Biking and Pedestrian Traffic 

Congratulations to Norman Frisch for winning the Monika W. Andrews Creative Volunteer Lead-

ership Award, and to Sue Savard and Mary Edwards for being recognized with honorable mentions. 
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Brockport will soon be home to two 

breweries in the historic center of the 

village.  Stoneyard Brewery at 1 Main 

Street is expanding its operations.  

Owners Jay Nichols and Andrew 

Musumeci have purchased 85 Clinton 

Street where, according to their 3-year 

plan, they will have a production facil-

ity, tasting room, and banquet facility.  

Here they hope to eventually produce 

14,000 barrels of beer a year which 

they will market nationwide under a 

Brockport NY label.  The brewery will 

offer tastings, tours of the production 

facility, and be available for special 

events.  They emphasize that their mi-

crobrewery is not a bar and will not 

have bar hours, “We’re interested in 

educating the public about beer,” Nich-

ols says.  The architect’s renderings of the facility suggest an anchor property that could mark the turn around of Clinton 

Street with its canal front possibilities. 

 

The site of the former Flash’s Tavern and long before that the old trolley station for the Village of Brockport, 36 Erie 

Street, has been purchased by Dave Enos; Enos also owns two Napa Wood Fired Pizzeria restaurants in the greater 

Rochester area.  He intends to turn this property into a farm brewery, a smaller scale operation than a microbrewery, 

which is required to use New York State grown hops and malt in its production.  Mr. Enos will be producing beer for his 

two restaurants but also plans a tasting room and tours of his (as yet unnamed) brewery.  Like the Stoneyard Brewery, it 

is not a bar and its hours will be more like bankers hours according to the owner. 

 

Both breweries have received a thumbs up from the Brockport Village Zoning and Planning Boards. 

Village Tree Board Marks 10 Year Anniversary  

 

Ten years ago this May the village board, under Mayor Josephine Matela, 

created the Brockport Tree Board.  Brockport has been a Tree City USA 

since 2009 and the tree board has overseen the planting of more than 260 

trees in the village since the board’s creation.  On Arbor Day 2015 — 

April 24 — the tree board will be planting 15+ trees on the South Avenue 

Extension and is looking for volunteers to help plant.  Contact tree board 

chair Ian Blount at iblount@rochester.rr.com for more details. 

 

Village residents who wish to have a tree planted in the tree lawn in front 

of their homes or donate a tree in someone’s memory can download a 

Street Planting Request Form or a Donate a Tree Form from our website at 

www.brockportny.org/government/tree-board. 

Tree board Chair Ian Blount (right) accepting a 

check from  National Grid for trees planted in 

accordance with  their 10,000 Trees and Grow-

ing Program.  

Spotlight on Business:  Brockport Breweries 
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Regarding the beginnings of the College at Brockport: The antecedents of the college lie in a meeting of village leaders 

in 1830 that invited the Western New York Baptist Conference to designate Brockport as the site of the college it 

planned to establish. A village leader donated six acres of land and $3,000 with which the village built a building for the 

proposed college. Probably, the college never came into being, but the building survived. 

 

In 1841, village leaders founded the Brockport Collegiate Institute in the abandoned building. In 1854, the building 

burned. Once again, village residents came to the rescue, raised the necessary funds and built a new building. Ten years 

later, the institution was floundering financially, and, in 1866, the Village Board agreed to cover its debts through taxa-

tion and successfully petitioned the State to designate the building as the site of one of the “normal schools” it was estab-

lishing to provide teacher training. 

 

The normal school ran into severe difficulties in the Depression years of the 1930s with low enrollment and a badly dete-

riorating physical plant. The State considered closing the institution or using it to house a correctional facility for girls. 

Once again, the good folks in the village rallied to its support, formed a “Committee of One Hundred” to campaign for 

its survival, and sent a delegation to meet with Vincent Dailey, the son of a prominent Brockport businessman who was 

Political Secretary to Governor Lehman. He intervened to save the school as a “State Teachers College”. 

 

 

 

 

ERIE CANALWAY SAGAWA PARK MURAL 
 

The Erie Canalway National Heritage Corridor  Grant Program 

recently awarded the Village of Brockport with a $7,000 grant for 

a mural in Sagawa Park, “Portraits of our Past.”  This grant will be 

matched with funds from the following community groups: Pro-

Brockport, Walk!Bike!Brockport! and BISCO.  A fundraiser was 

held in Sagawa Park  last summer to help raise money for this en-

deavor in community pride. 

 

The artist, Rick Muto, detailed his plan for the mural in the grant 

application, explaining that the 7ft high and 35.5 ft wide mural 

will have three distinct sections, with the center focused on the 

canal and canal activity.  The side panels will feature Victorian 

architecture and will illustrate important people, events, and in-

dustries that were instrumental and unique in the development of 

Brockport.  Muto states, “I will work in a comprehensive way to 

illustrate the history and culture, people and events that shape the 

Village on the Canal over time, into what it is today.” 

 

Sagawa Park, the smallest village park, is located at 96 Main Street, an ideal spot for community events such as “Cool 

Kids in the Park,” and the ceremonial lighting of our community Christmas tree at the end of the annual Holiday Parade 

of Lights.  Mrs. Patricia Sagawa presented land for this park to the village in memory of her husband, the late Dr. Hide-

taka Sagawa, who died in 1995. Dr. Sagawa was a former president of Lakeside Memorial Hospital medical staff and 

chief of surgery. Community groups keep the garden beautifully maintained; the addition of the “Portraits of our Past” 

mural will enhance the  park and the numerous gatherings that take place there.   

 

Work on the mural will begin this spring/summer. 

Brockport Historic Moment — by William Andrews, Deputy Mayor/Trustee 

Jazz benefit concert to raise matching monies for the mu-

ral.  The  mural will  be located on the tall part of the fence  

panel,  to the left side of the tree. 
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Since May of 2013 Brockport and the Sweden Town Court have had a memorandum of understanding which gave Fun-

damental Business Service (FBS) of Hempstead NY permission to collect delinquent parking tickets.  The 2013 calendar 

year returned $89,485 in parking fines to the village with collection on delinquent tickets--$54,245 worth--going back to 

2008 (normally about $27,000 in parking fines are returned annually to the village). The village paid 30 percent of the 

delinquent ticket fines to FBS for their services.  

 

In 2014, parking ticket fines totaled $46,540 of which $23,295 were delinquent. $7,618.50 was paid to FBS. We were 

able to smoothly transition parking ticket collection to our own court as of January 1.  The village court has the software 

and the scofflaw arrangement with the DMV that will allow them to collect delinquent tickets without the middleman 

and the extra costs. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Village Boards & Committees with Vacancies  

 
Tree Board — 2 vacancies 

Ethics Board — 1 vacancy 

Code Review Committee — 1 vacancy 

Parks Committee — 2 vacancies 

Emily L. Knapp Museum Board — 1 vacancy 

Housing Task Force — 1 vacancy 

 

Get Active!  Join us!  Position Interest Forms are available at www.brockportny.org under Forms and Applica-

tions.  Fill out the form and submit it to us online!  (You must be a village resident to fill these vacancies.) 

 

Looking Ahead 
 

 

 

 The Merchant Association’s annual Wine Walk will be held 

Saturday, March 7th from 7pm—9pm. 

 

 Water hydrant flushing will take place the week of April 13. 

 

 Arbor Day is  Friday, April 24. 

 

 Spring brush pick-up will be Monday, April 27th. 

 

 The 3rd annual week-long canal festival, making the opening of the canal, Low Bridge High Water will 

take place April 27—May 3rd. 

 

 

Winter snow won’t be here for long —  mark these 

spring dates on your calendar. 

Village Parking Ticket Fines--An Update 
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BROCKPORT VILLAGE HALL  Operated by Brockport Fire District  Operated by Seymour Library Board 

49 State Street    BROCKPORT FIRE DEPARTMENT  SEYMOUR LIBRARY 

Brockport, NY  14420   38 Market Street—headquarters           Jointly supported: Brockport-Clarkson-Sweden 

637-5300 Phone    Mail to:  P.O. Box 254   161 East Avenue 

637-1045 Fax    Brockport, NY  14420   Brockport, NY  14420 

Open: Monday-Friday 8:30 am-4:30 pm  637-1030 Phone / 911 Emergency  637-1050 Phone 

Drive up window & locked drop box  637-1031 Fax    637-1051 Fax 

     www.brockportfire.org           www.seymourlibraryweb.org  

 

BROCKPORT VILLAGE COURT  Operated by Brockport Ambulance  Operated by ELK Museum Board 

49 State Street    BROCKPORT AMBULANCE   EMILY L. KNAPP MUSEUM & LIBRARY  

Brockport, NY  14420   Mail to:  P.O. Box 242   OF LOCAL HISTORY 

637-5300 x21 phone   637-1035  Phone / 911 Emergency  49 State Street 

Walk-in hours: Monday-Friday 9am-2pm 637-1010 Fax    Brockport, NY  14420 

     www.brockportambulance.org    Open:  April-October 

          Wednesdays    2-4pm and 6-8pm 

          Thursdays     6-8pm or by appointment 

 

BROCKPORT POLICE DEPARTMENT DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS  Welcome Center — Seasonal 

1 Clinton Street    38 East Avenue    11 Water Street (at Harvester Park)  

Brockport, NY  14420   Brockport, NY  14420   Brockport, NY  14420 

637-1020 Phone (administrative)  637-1060 Phone    637-1000 Phone + Fax 

637-1016 Fax    637-1062 Fax    Open:  May 1-October 15 

911 Anytime you need an officer      

www.brockportpolice.org         

 

Elected Officials  

Mayor    Margaret B. Blackman  585-637-5300 x16  mblackman@brockportny.org 

Deputy Mayor/Trustee  William G. Andrews   585-637-5300 x60  wandrews@brockportny.org 

Trustee    Valerie Ciciotti   585-637-5300 x61  vciciotti@brockportny.org 

Trustee    Kathy Kristansen   585-637-5300 x62  kkristansen@brockportny.org 

Trustee    John LaPierre   85-637-5300 x63  jlapierre@brockportny.org 

WWW.BROCKPORTNY.ORG 


